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An attempt is made in this paper to trace the relations between the
Ginassias and the Manlthas from the times of the Sultans of Gujarat in
A.D. 1519 down to the early days of the nineteenth century. In this connection
it is necessary to know the antecedents of these people called the Girassias,
and the reason why they leapt into prominence especially in the politics of
Gujarat during the sixteenth century.

THE GIKASBIAS IN GUJARAT

A Muslim historian like Firistha referring to the Girassias grouped them
together with Ko]is, as both of these tribes often joined hands and attacked
the forces of the Moghuls. Such skirmishes must have prevailed for a con-
siderable time and they evidently came to a head in the eventful year A.D.
1519. This year was eventful in the reign of Sultan Muzaffar II especially
because the Giirassias openly raised the standard of rebellion and allied them-
selves with the Hindu ruler of Chittor, Raija Sanka, (Sangrama) who invaded
the territories of this sultan of Gujarat. From the testimony of Firishta himself
it may be seen how, before these Girassias combined themselves with the forces
of Ra$a Sanka, they had actually stirred a rebellion in the vicinity of Ahmada-
bad. Whether or not such a procedure was instigated by any previous under-
standing with the expected invader, Ra$a -Sanfca, it is not possible to decide,
owing to the absence of reliable evidence to support such a conclusion. Never-
theless, it is true that the Girissias revolted and a little later eventually, with
the assistance of Ra$a Sanka, wrought havoc in Ahmadnagar, " Burnuggur
and Beesulunuggur " (Vadnagar and Visnagar). How they managed to effect
such an alliance is best related by Firishta who says : " The king (Muzaffar
II) having left Kowam-ool-Moolk at Ahmadabad to act against the GiiSssia
chiefs in that vicinity, marched to Charapanere on his way to Malwa. Rana
Sanka arrived at Bagry (BSkor), where he was joined by the raja of that
province, who owed allegiance to the crown of Guzarat Both the Hindoo
princes proceeded to Doongurpoor, when Moorbariz-ool-Moolk thought it
necessary to write to court for reinforcements. Some individuals about the king
inimical to Moobari^ool-Moolk represented that he had wantonly drawn upon
himself the vengeance oj Rana Sanka and that he was now so alarmed as to
apply for aid even before he was attacked. The king in consequence suspended
the march of any troops to assist them till after the rams; and Moobariz-ool-
Moolk, having called a council of war, evacuated Idur, and iBtreated to Ahmad-